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DOUGLAS DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 



September 19, 2007 

Honorable Ricardo M, Urbina 
United States District Court 

For the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Judge Urbina: 

I would like to take this opportunity to tell you about the Jack Brownell that I know, I first met 
Jack 20 years ago, when he was working for my outside accounting firm, and got assigned to my 
account when another employee left the firm, I was running a retail business at the time, my 
office was in a warehouse building in Beltsville, Maryland, As I had a very small bookkeeping 
staff. Jack was often at my office helping to keep the books and records up to date. 

It wasn't long before I began to notice that Jack and I always seemed to be the last two people 
left at the office at the end of the day. I have always believed in hard work, and he was obviously 
someone who shared that philosophy. Then one day, without me asking, he brought me a 
spreadsheet that showed the characteristics (the size, mortgage balance, income, etc) of all seven 
of the small properties that I owned at that time. No one had ever taken such an interest in my 
work before. That is when I began to discuss with Jack the concept of his coming to work 
directly for me, which he did in September 1990. 

I sold my retail business to my brothers in e^ly 1992, and Jack and I and two others moved to a 
small office in Rockville to build a company that I had named Douglas Development, Jack 
helped me grow the business fix>m just a few small properties to the over 180 properties and 8 
million square feet that compose it today. 

Jack was instrumental in the growth of my company. I would tell him what I wanted to 
accomplish, and most often he would come back v^th a plan which we would then execute. On 
other occasions he would come back and tell me that he was having trouble coming up with a 
plan and we would discuss it fijrther and come up with a solution together. That is how the 
company that is now so familiar to so many in this area was built - one property at a time. 

There was a characteristic of Jack that we all began to notice as time went by. He ALWAYS 
came to work, I do not recall him taking a sick day - ever. Most people would read this and 
assume this is an exaggeration, meant to describe someone who rarely takes sick days. But it is 
not. I am not saying he is never sick, although he rarely is, but even if he does have the flu or a 
sore throat, he chooses to come to the office and work through it rather than staying home to try 
to recover more quickly. 
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Similarly, Jack's "vacation" plans are not just predictable, they are identicaL It is not that he 
rarely took vacations^ the ONLY thne he would ever take ofF would be for a week to see his 
parents in Florida. He wouldn't tell me that he was going, he would ask me if I thought it would 
be OK given the timing of our purchases and refinances. If it was better for him to delay it for a 
week or a month or more, he would gladly do it. 

I remember one time I believe in the late 1990's, I think it had been well over a year since he had 
even been to visit his parents. Perhaps they had been up here to visit so he didn't feel the need to 
go to Florida to see them that year, A few of us were chatting and he came to me and asked if he 
could take a week to go see them. I don't recall if it wa^ me or someone else who said 'Svhat are 
we going to do without Lou Gehrig?" The nickname stuck. 

Jack has always been one of my most trustworthy and loyal employees. He has always handled 
the many fmancing deals we have at Douglas Development professionally and honestly. He has 
done a great job in obtaining the various types of financing I have needed over the years in order 
to complete the projects that have made such a diiference in so many people's lives in 
Washington and the surrounding area. 

I know that the books and records of the Company may have been disorganized and that we made 
some mistakes as a result. However, at my urging. Jack always focused far more on getting our 
projects financed than the internal accounting. We grew so fast that it was difficult for everyone 
to keep up. In the last several months. Jack has been working hard with KPMG and my other 
employees to make sure those mistakes never happen again. 

To say that I know Jack well and understand him is an understatement. Not only do I see him 
every day during the week (his office is next door to mine), but we speak every weekend, which I 
typically spend in New Jersey. Sometimes he calls me, more often I call him. We may have 
somelJiing related to work to discuss, but often we are "just checking in" to see how each others' 
weekend is going. Thus, I have literally seen or spoken to Jack virtually every day for the past 17 
years. 

Jack is a quiet man, and he might not put himself out there in the public as much as I do, but he is 
a good man and an honest man. His hard work and commitment has allowed me to do all of the 
things I've done to help the citizens of the District. By helping me with my goals and dreams of 
improving Washington^ DC, Jack has contributed greatly to the well-being of many. 

I also know that Jack's parents are very near the age when they vrill need someone to care for 
them and Jack is uniquely suited among his sisters and brother to be able to go to Florida often 
enough or long enough to help care for his parents in their old age. If Jack is incarcerated, his 
parents may not get the care they deserve. 
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I know you will be fair to Jack and I will respect whatever sentence you impose* However, I 
hope you can see fit to grant Jack leniency for his mistakes. I have watched him suffer alone 
without burdening anyone else with his problems^ and continue to work as hard and as diligently 
as he ever has. We have all learned a lot from our legal situations and we are all committed to 
making sure nothing like this ever happens again. 

I have new projects beginning in Southwest (near the baseball stadium site). Southeast (Martin 
Luther King Avenue), Northeast (Uline Arena, North Capitol and New York Avenue), as well as 
several in Northwest (Shaw, the East End). More than ever, I am committed to improving the 
neighborhoods of Washington, DC. And more than ever, I need Jack Brownell working with me 
to turn my visions into reality. 

Your Honor, I appreciate the opportunity to share my thoughts with you. Jack is a good, decent 
person who, as many people have in their life, made some errors in judgment. These errors 
should not negate or overshadow a lifetime of hard work and accomplishment* 



Sincerely, 





Douglas Jemal 
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Federal Realty 

INVESTMENT TRUST 



FOUNDATIONS OF OPPORTUNITY 



The Honorable Ricardo M, Urbina 
United States District Court for the 

District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Ave, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Re: Jack Brownell 



1626 East Jefferson Street 

Rockville, MD 20852-4041 

PH 301.998.8100 



Dear Judge Urbina, 

My name is Donald Wood and I am the President and Chief Executive Officer of 
Federal Realty Investment Trust, a Rockville, Maryland based New York Stock 
Exchange traded commercial real estate company founded in the district in 1962 
and one of the most well respected real estate investment trusts (REIT's) in the 
country. I am writing to you today in the matter of the sentencing of Jack 
Brownell to ask that you consider my experiences with him over the past twelve 
months. As a public company CEO, the son of a United States Marine Corps 
master sergeant, a devoted father of four and Chairman of the Washington D.C. 
chapter of the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation (CFF), there are no qualities that I value 
more than integrity, responsibility, community involvement and sound judgment. 
As important is the recognition of mistakes that we make and the manner in which 
we react and learn from them. Froni my interactions with Jack, I beheve he has a 
lot to offer our community. Let me explain. 

I have been deeply involved in searching for a cure for a genetic disease that 
effects 30,000 children and young adults in this country called Cystic Fibrosis, 
since my daughter was diagnosed with the disease in 1996. Part of this effort 
includes the organization of an annual fundraiser held at the National Building 
Museum each November called the Breath of Life Gala. The undertaking is 
enormous and the event generates over $3 million annually for CF research. 
About a year ago, I approached Douglas Jemal, Jack's employer, and asked for 
his assistance in this endeavor. Douglas was extremely gracious and agreed to 
help. He introduced the cause to his family and team of folks at Douglas 
Development and told them of his involvement. While everyone in his 
organization was polite and attentive as I discussed the disease and the progress 
we were making, one member of his team was particularly touched and seemed to 
gravitate to the cause more readily and thoughtfully than the others. Jack 
BrownelFs approach and level of caring and participation was unique. 
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The CF team and myself began meeting with Jack on a regular basis and were continually 
impressed with his desire to be involved and improve the lives of so many. He helped organize 
forums where our message could be heard and he personally shared the story with dozens of 
people. I must say that for a man who is quiet and unassuming by nature, it was clear to me that 
Jack has a huge heart and conducted himself with the utmost integrity and character throughout 
2007 as we prepared for the Gala. I grew to like Jack as a person a lot, and looked forward to 
working with him right up and through the event and certainly hope and expect to continue to 
work with him for many years ahead. 

Your Honor, I am aware of the crimes that Jack has been convicted of and I do not pretend to 
know the details behind the situation. But I do know that in my position as CEO, CF Chairman, 
and civic leader in my community, I come across many people who have ulterior motives and 
other agendas when Fm dealing with them. I also meet a few folks with genuinely strong 
character and big, big hearts. I beheve that Jack Brownell is one of them and I thank you for your 
consideration of the points raised in this letter as you preside over his sentencing. 




4)onald C. Wood 
President and CEO 
Federal Realty Investment Trust 
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July 20, 2007 



The Honorable Ricardo M. Urbina 

United States District Court of the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 2000 1 



Your Honor, 



I have known Jack Brownell for over ten years, I first met Jack in 1996 when the 
company I was working for provided financing for a building owned by Douglas 
Development, The loan was not large, but as with all real estate transactions, several issues 
arose during the underwriting process that needed to be resolved prior to closing. Jack 
worked diligently to resolve those issues and get the loan closed. During that transaction, I 
was impressed by Jack*s hard work, honesty and integrit>\ He did not anempt to candy 
coat the facts or take short cuts. He deah with all of the issues with complete transparency 
and made certain that his firm complied with all of the tenns of the loan. I have worked on 
many other transactions with Jack throughout the years and he has never disappointed me. 

Although our relationship was initially professional in nature, we have grown to be close 
friends. That is why I find it ironic that Jack was accused of income tax evasion since the 
accumulation of wealth and material goods are not driving forces in his life. He does not 
live an extravagant life style, he drives an old pick up truck and rarely takes vacations, Vm 
certain he is well paid for the work he does at Douglas Development (he has never 
complained to me about his compensation), but I know that he has received unsolicited job 
tiers from other firms that would provide him substantially more income. He is totally 
committed to Douglas Jemal's vision of creating something special and giving back to the 
community. It must be said, however, that while Mr. Jemal has the vision. Jack Brownell 
is the person that makes the vision become reality. 

While Jack is totally committed to his career, his friends and family are the major focus of 
his life. 1 was honored to be invited to his parents' 50^ wedding anniversary last year. It 
was clear that he shares a close bond with his sisters and brother as well as his parents. At 
the end of the evening I felt like one of the family. In Bethesda, we call Jack the honorary 
mayor. He seems to know everybody and he can barely walk down the street without 
several people coming up to greet him. He is always the first person to vohinteer ta help a 
friend in need, whether they need help moving or just need a few dollars. 
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He never asks for an^lhing in return. He gives generously to charity and does not brag 
about it. I should know, since he has donated to several charitable organizations that I 
work with. 



Your Honor, I know that Jack realizes the gravity of the situation and regrets not declaring 
the income in question. I would not have written this letter if I did not truly believe that 
Jack Brownell is a man of the utmost honesty and integrity. I am proud to call him my 
friend and I believe that it w^ould be a travesty of justice to sentence him to jail 



Sincerely, 




Jameson Cahill 

Vice President and Director of Capital Markets 

Labor Management Fund Advisors 
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July 27, 2007 00^) 7%S-SS7^ 



The Honorable Ricardo M. Urbina 

United States District Court for the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 

Washington, D.C, 20001 

Re: Mr. Jack Brownell 

Dear Judge Urbina: 

I offer this letter to you on behalf of Mr. Jack Brownell for consideration in your 
sentencing deliberations as regards Mr. Brownelfs recent admission in your Court of one 
portion of one relating to tax evasion. 

I am an attorney in Washington, and have knovm Mr. Brownell for over ten years. 
During this time, I have represented different lenders that have made land acquisition 
loans, development loans, and construction loans to entities affiliated with Mr, 
Brownell 's employer, Douglas Development Corporation, of which Mr. Brownell is 
Chief Financial Officer, I am not, and have not been, counsel to Mr. Brovmell, nor to 
Douglas Development Corporation or any of its affiliates. 

In all of my dealings with Mr, Brownell, I have found him Brownell consistently 
to be candid and direct. I have experienced nothing that causes me to question Mr. 
Browneirs honesty, or character. 

I am an eighth generation Washingtonlan. Yes, eighth. Through his work over 
the years, Mr. Brownell has clearly demonstrated his commitment to Metropolitan 
Washington and to its people to make our community vibrant, healthy, and aesthetically 
improved. And his commitment is evidenced by the many tangible improvements to our 
community and to the quality of life here. 

I believe and respectfully suggest that any period of incarceration of Mr. Brownell 
would not serve the interests of society, of Mr. Brownell, or of justice. 



Thank you for your consideration of my €6 




Patrick J. 
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July 24^ 2007 

The Honorable Ricardo M, Urbina 

Unfted States District Court for the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Ave,, N,W. 

Washington, D.C. 20001 

Dear Judge Urbina: 

My name is Jolie Figueroa and I am writing this letter in reference to Jack Brownefl. I have been 
an employee at Douglas Development for three and a half years. White working at Douglas 
Devetopment I have had the horK>r of working with Jack BrownelL 

Jack is very professionai and always wtfling to take the extra step. I have learned a tot from Jack, 
he is very detail ofiented wifling to he^ you vrf)^iever neede<i, even ^ t me^is (kopfmg 
whatever he ts wcffkmg on. He is a very unique person, one of a kffKJ. Jack is ttie kind erf person 
you keep as a friend for lifetime, due to his toyatty and honesty. 

Jack is fuBy aware of tf>e mistake he made and has teamed from his mistake as most of us do. 
He is a big asset to Douglas Devek>pment sa^d plays a m^of role m &ie revfta{izatk>n of 
Washington, DC. 

I am cofwirKed that Jack te regretful and woukj hope the court would show lenience when 
considering his per^fty. 




__Jolie Figue 
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July 30, 2007 

The Honorable Ricardo M. Urbina 
Unites States District court for the 

District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20001 



Your Honor: 

I have known Jack Brownell for 15 years. I am very much aware of the fact that he has 
pleaded guilty to allegedly failing to declare $10,000 of income in 1999. 

I have been in the real estate business for 20 years; the majority of which I have spent as 
a commercial property manager. Prior to working in this industry I attended The 
American University and was m the right place at the right time when I embarked on my 
current profession. 

Throughout my entire career, Mr. Brownell has always been willing and eager to offer 
career advice and attempt to steer me in the right direction regarding employment 
choices. What I have realized over the years is that Mr, Brownell always took the time to 
listen to what I had to say even if he was too biisy. He empathized and always seemed to 
have the correct and proper response. 

Mr. Brownell has consistently come across to me as an upstanding, caring citizen. He 
has proven to be an asset to his community (he plants flowers in public places) as well as 
a respected real estate executive. Coincidentally, we live near each other and I am 
confident that Mr. Brownell will always possess the ability to be a responsible member of 
our community. 

I respectfully ask the Court to give proper and appropriate consideration to pimishment 
that would not include confinement nor incarceration. 



Sincerely, 



>vv€4xA^ 



Michael C. Fomalont 



Jul 
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July 30, 2007 

The Honorable Kicardo M, Uibina 
United States District Court 
333 Constitution Avemie 
Washington D.C., DC 20001 

Dear Honorable Mr. Urbina. 



I wanted to take a mom^it to reach ait to you uith legaiti to the upcoming sentencing erf Jack Browndi Thank 
you in ^Ivance for your time, sir. 

I am a commercial real estate broker and have been doing b^Biness in the Mid Atlantic r^on for *oiit 18 years I 
first met Jack Biowiiell in 1 9W, while laxsenting a property to Doug^ 

of the financial si(te of Dot^lass Development, at that time there were only a band hill of employees in their office 
mRockville. That meant that all of us discussed each iitvc^memopp<^^ Oer 

time we gctt to become very close and got to know the "perscm" in one another. 

From the first tinK I rnet Jack, I kiKW that Ite was a quiet poHte gcnUeman with a s(^ temperament 

sainc time a very capabk guy who uiHlerstands numbers. To do business w-ith him was a pleasurc 
a sense that he was honest 

He was always there to help me with a Foundation that 1 set up for my father who \ras muKfcred in 19S4, by a gang 
m San Pedro Califteiia Every spring we wDuld have a concert and an auction to raise nwmey and doiate U^ 
money to "Victims of Violcm Crimes". He was there to offer not only his personal donaUons but he always showed 
up when w were doing the "labor*' to set up the stage, arrange seating or setting up table^^ 

without me asking him to be there. Aflcr a few hours, I would look around and he wt>uM be gone, mce a gl^ 
never waited around faa thank you or praise fixra me or any of my iamily menders. He would just give his labor 
of kjve and quietly kave. That is Hk kind of man that I know in Jadt BrowneU. 

1 am writing ytm this letter to pass judgment. In lk:t sir, I am not c^-en 10^^ 

omvicted, t can say this with all my heart. Jadt is one person who does not have a bad bone in hjs body, 

I ask that you please ccttKidertlte charitable and giWng nature of Jack Brownell when (fetermining He is 

a true blessing to our community. 




115 Park Street, Suite 206, Vieima, VA 22180 
5e9,8€36 Fax: 703.620.2602 sg^nationscapita 
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Dear Judge Urbina, 

My name is Daniel Keener and I have known Jack Brownell for about 2.5 years. I am 37 
years old and work for Northrop Grumman as an IT Tech and work out in the mornings 
at WSC near the Verizon Center and that is where I first met Jack. I was going for a run 
and he was heading out at the same time and asked me if I would hke to go run the 
exorcist stairs near the key bridge. Not knowing how steep the stairs were I was glad to 
go and have been going every Thursday (except the few days I wimp out) and also 
Tuesdays for a 6 or 7 mile run somewhere. Jack leads. Spending an hour or so with 
someone on a run with nothing to do but talk has let me come to know Jack and enjoy his 
company. I hear about his long work hours and talk as a bachelor and he hears of my wife 
and four kids and not sleeping much at night, I also know what a huge toll this trial and 
the charges against him have had on him, I have not known Jack for a huge chunk of time 
but the time I have spent I have found that he is someone of character He does not speak 
bad of people or demean them, I do not think I have heard him say an unkind word to 
anyone even when we are almost ran over by a cab or a tourist that is not paying attention 
to where he or she is going. I have found that he is a great person. I know of the charges 
against him and what he has pled to and I believe that the court should look at the rest of 
his life and not just a very small portion and judge him from that. I believe that Jack is a 
positive influence on the people around him and would just ask that you take that into 
consideration when you are judging this case and my fnend, Jack Brownell 

Thank You for taking the time to read my letter, 
Daniel Keener 
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July 26,2007 

The Honorable Ricardo Urbina 

United States District Court for the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Re: Jack Brownell 

Dear Judge Urbina, 

This letter is in support of Jack Brownell. I am president of GTM Architects, an architectural 
firm founded in 1989, and located in Bethesda, Maryland. Our firm has been providing 
architectural services for Douglas Development Corporation since 1990. During that time, I 
have had the pleasure of working directly with Jack, and getting to know him both 
professionally and personally. I have always found him to be straightfonA/ard, honest, and 
trustworthy, and I have nothing but the highest regard for him. He has always been rriore 
than fair in all our business dealings, and has consistently treated all of our employees with 
kindness and respect. I consider Jack a friend, and was surprised by his current legal 
troubles. Knowing him as I do, I believe his troubles are the result of isolated incidents of bad 
judgement, and not at all indicative of his character. In my opinion, he is one of the most 
decent people I have met in 18 years of working in the development business, and I sincerely 
hope the Court will be lenient in considering his sentence. 




7735 old georgetown road, suite 700 bethesda, maryland 20814 fax 240.333.2001 phone 240.333.2000 

www.gtmarchftects.com 
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July 3 1,2007 

The Honomblfi Ricwtia M, Urtrm 
United Stehss Diririct Court for the 

District of Cclumbk 
333 C<Hi5titiitioii Avenue, N.W, 
WjKhinstoii, DC 20001 

Rjt: Jack BKwnell 



Dear Judgt Urbina: 



My iwme is Vii«!<mt Oianfie. I am a mcini3« of the Howard Uw cto» of 1983 vrf^ 
tfflHH, as a Pi»f«sor at Howard UnivcisiJy Schwl of Law. Upon gtaduMiOT, I proceeded to become s 
Certified FH*lio AceoiHrtHit, earn a Miser of Laws in laMikjfl fc<m Georg^own Uajversay Law Center 
aiid scrvts as a IX Council Member ft*m 1999 to 2007, 1 am a member of tlie DC Bar and the Greetcr 

Washingtoo Society of CPAs. 

1 havebwl Ac pkwms ofknowng Jack foe ten yews. During this ten year association, Ihavc knowi Jack 
to be a peraoo of sood sctolanhip and deed Those of us liiat affectiooitely krow Jack weiu very coiwem 
thai he becwie a part of an mvestigatioD ttu* sought bis input white placing his cbaracter, repuatlon for 
good <bed aadproftssioTi at risk. 

As hidgmcnt day approaches. Jade will be held Tfisponsible fbf his feilure to declare a single paynient of 
$1^000 that he received in 1999 which Tepres«it$ approxiniately a $3,000 lax liability. This babibty. the 
Qrigtoal criminal charges and the ewats ftat transpired from tte ocigiDal investieatioQ have severely 
affected aitd dhninii^d Jack's life. 

to nsy view Jack is collateral damage in the quest for justice ftom a high profile of wrongdoing allegations 
of wWch he pUored no part. Jack ffinst pidc up the pieces no* and niove forward If I may. 1 wonld suegest 
to the Cwrt in give proper and appnq)riaa conskfcraiiM to the pmashnM^ 

Jfadt has already incuned. There is also a message in Jade's predicanwntjdo the ri^t thrng becaise you 
never kniw when y<w nray bccoine a victim in anodier person's TiiissiML'' 

1 pray tiiat the Coi« can &d the win to place Jack BrowwO on piobati<m imd have him pofijrm the 
conHnunity service of ptqparine tax retuins for senior citizens, 

Respectfiilly submioed, 
Vttjceot B Oran^ St. 
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July 16, 2007 

The Honorable Ricardo M, Urbina 
United States District Court for the 
District of Columbia 
333 Constitution Avenue, N.W. 
Washington, D.C. 20001 

Your honor; 

I am a lifelong resident of Northern Virginia, a graduate of American University and 
have spent approximately 32 years of my life in banking. I am now, and have been for 
several years, a commercial lender and for the past 7 years that I have known Jack 
Brownell, I have worked with him on numerous projects. During this period of time, he 
has demonstrated outstanding personal and business integrity. I am aware that he has 
been charged with failing to declare a payment of $10,000, that he received in 1999, as 
income. 

While this situation is regrettable for Jack, I firmly believe him to be a person who is both 
honest and a contributing member to society, I will continue to do business with him 
with no hesitation and would certainly advocate for minimal, if not zero, incarceration or 
confinement. 



Sincerely, 



Thomas E. Williams 
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August 2, 2007 

The Honorable Ricardo M. Urbina 

United States District Court for the District of Columbia 

333 Constitution Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC 20001 

Dear Judge Urbina, 

I am ^vriting on behalf of Jack Brownell regarding his sentencing on the count of tax 
evasion m which he entered a guilty plea. I worked with Jack Brownell at Douglas 
Development Coip. from early 2001 until November 2003 and hope to give you a little 
insight as to his character to assist you in your sentencing. 

I know you received numerous letters such as mine when you were deciding on the 
sentencing for Douglas Jemal. I imagine many of the letters discussed how much 
Douglas has contnbuted to the revitalization of the District of Columbia, specifically in 
die east end. Workmg closely with Jack over the years, I can tell you that most of what 
Douglas Jemal has accomplished could never happened without Jack's dedication and 
hard work to make the dreams of Douglas financially sound business decisions Jack 
always worked long hours, rarely taking personal vacations in order to obtain financing so 
that Douglas could cany out his plans. Even when Jack was able to take a vacation he 
would call in to the office several times each day to ensure the current financing projects 
he was workmg on were progressing. 

Jack is aJways very humble and never one to call attention to himself, but it is my belief 
that most of Douglas Jemal's accomplishments have occurred because of Jack's expertise 
Therefore I feel strongly that the people of the District of Columbia will be best served if 
Jack IS able to continue assisting Douglas Jemal in his capacity as Chief Financial Officer 
in their effi>rts to renovate real estate in the City. Thank you for your time and 
consideration ofmy thoughts in this matter 



Sincerely, 




David F. Medding 
Chief Financial Officer 



